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Chairma 7 ﬁ’%zs Chinese Z{mwwm

By FRANCIS RAI‘FL”nO
“The part that Greamy Peck

plays in his new 20th Century- |

* Fox. movie, “The Chairmas,”
= diterally calls for him to havea.
 hole in his head.

“In
¢ scieniist John Hathaway (Peck)
: has a tansmitter implanted in
v his head, set without his know| =

“a frightening gimmick,

" edge to explade if he is exposed |
. by his Rt China hosts.

N
'

Peck described the wmovie to ;

i the visiting American press in
i London recently where the film-
; ing is underway. The story in- |

¢ \’OIVCS

the discovery - by al
" Chinese . professor, Peck's for-

. mer teacher, of a revalutionary |
! enzyme (an organic substance '
- which in this case invigorales
. plant growl.h and erases the ef-
i fect of climate). It will enable -

- egory — but I think the whole

{ the Red Chinese to grow crops |
anywhcre, any season. i

The Chinese professor necclsi
Peck to complete the project, i
and the United States sends |
Peck in, transmitter and 34, 4o
U find what he can and hroadeast |
""the knowledge back via satellite.

“It’s not an action picture but
more of a suspense picture,”
-Peck said at dinner in London |
Ist week. It has a slow build-"!
up. I don’t think the mainland ;
i Chinese will like it. You see, 'm !
an idealist.
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“WIHEN IHAVE the formula, i
¢ 1 make a hair's breadth escape
over the Russian border (sanc-
~tuary?). I get wounded and get
" knocked about, I bring the for- -’
" mula eut in good form, break it !
- down, Then I have a heated ar-

gument with the ClA.chief. He

wants to put it in {op-secret cate

* world should havc_xt "
Docs he think

"man” is anti-CIA (that U.C. ac: | -

- tivity is never wmentioned by
- name in the fnlm)?
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", don’t want anything to do with |

ything :
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L Pegu, Burma, to an English {a-

_Suzy - Wong.”

. mind."

“The Chair- ;¢

.__,:.4_ -

T have Tio desite 1o malmn
t.hc CIA,” ‘Peck said eamebtly
“It's true that this {ilm is pretty }
close to the bone, My quarrel is |

. with a particular man, 'm not |

at all concerned that it will turn
out anti-CIA.” ,

Peck added, -“If it would, I
it. I'm a Johnson man, mysclf.
My own vicws are pro our Vict-
nam policy.”

" THE MOVIE,
man”
Kennedy's novel to be published |
this year. Supporting Peck in !
the cast is Anne Heywood who
scored brilliantly in this ycarsl
“The Fox.” i

Arthur Hill, Broclcl,\vay actor, |
plays Lieutenant Geueral Shel ,’
by, the man with C[A under-:
tones who confronis Peck and |
who controls his destiny in Chi- |
na. He never tells Peck that the !

]

“The" Chait-!

“fransmitter in his head ‘can’ be

made to explode if necessary.
Actor Conrad Yama is the
ideal movie: “Chairman” for:
Red China’s Mao TseT-ung, the -
real Chairman. '
A potential star-is pretty Zie-
nia Merton, born 23 years ago in

ther and a Burmese mother, As
a child, she moved to England
and has played cverything from

Shalespeare to “The World of
“The Chair- ¢

In
man,” she nieets Peck in Hong

2 Route 66 on television a

. very ‘au courant’ in fashion.”

is based on Jay Richard -

Kong and lures hi mto a redez-
vous with Red Chma s secret po-
lice.

“I SEDUGE Gregory Peck in
this picture,” she smiled. How

about the disparity of ages? She
giggled: “It didn't cross my

Peck, who looks exactly as he
docs on  screen, uses gold-

" ponded quickly to Dallas “I dxd

Topyt we've offm.-é'c‘i $5,000 roﬁr
and we

. any of our
sho} some segments around ’w:th a bett people who come up
.your City Hall,” he said. “Dal- er title. We bnheve;

las isc so amazingly cosmopli-- . We_must_use ‘planct’ and ‘apes’ il
tan. The women are so chic, so’ o take &(IVdntage of Lhe first

; fxlms success.” . .
Pecly recalled that he spoke in =" “‘“"’*““**“-w;
Dalias on April 7, 1966, for that '
year's cancer drive.

ARTHUR P. JACOES, prcsl-;

dent of APJAC, Ltd., is produc- !
ing the film for 20th Century- ,
Tox. “Therc was never any:
doubt as to who would play Dr.
Hathaway,” he said. “Peck is
the only one who can do it, He -
embodies Hathaway's strength, .
intellect, compassion and in- °
volvement, T think it is a role
which best 'typifies Peck asan ., -
involved private citizen as well
as an actor.” '

Jacobs, in turn, is decply in-
volved now in planning a sequel
to his successful ‘Planet of the

© Apes.”

“Our present title is ‘Plane& of
R

the A

s rimmed spcctaclcs occasionally’
now. He is slim, intense and, of
course. handsome.

Producer Mort Abrahams res-

Lo ey

_ /- o
Crof*ory Peck -as a brilliant Amel ican scientist, and
this wife, Anne Heywood, are involved in a fight fov
a new enzyme which could control the world’s {oca
supply in “The Chairman,” movie laid in Red China.
Peck discussed the film don last wee
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